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Canned: The act of preservingnd storing a
perishable food in airtight cansor tins for
future use



Our project entitled Canned!t not only

refers to themechanicamethod of
preservationmplemented in salmon

canneries acrosAlaska butis dedicated to
preserving, documenting and sharing the
stories ofthe multitudesof people who
cannedsalmon,and created an ethnically
diverse,econ¥ A Ol f ft & GQGAGIf =

The Cannery Worker.



The Canned Team

Katie JohnsorRingsmuth PhDQ Tundra Vision: Public History Consultants

Dr. Ringsmuth will serve agqgpect director andlead historian for the project.
RingsmuthteachesAmericanand Alaska history dtniversityof Alaska Anchorage

and is sole proprietor of TundraVision, a public history consulting business. Katie
haswritten five books for the National Pa&erviceand multiple national register
nominations, including the Kukak Canne#istorical Archeological District
nomination that was listedn the NationalRegisterin 2003.Kath S Q& , Garyi K S NJ
Johnsonstarted as thébookkeeperat South Naknek in 197&nd workedhis way up

to superintendent, gosition he held from 1979 to 1997 Katie herself worked at

the cannery irmany capacities, including skm egg packer, and bowl cook.

Bob King Historian King Salmon Associates

BobYAy 3 gAff &SNS | acomrkuSicatioNsHi@sGriBab®@dedK A & ( 2
asnews director athe Dillinghamradio station KDLG for 17 yearsddmas written

on Bristol Bay and fisheridsstory in Alaska Hiwory and other publications. He

worked forGovernor TogY y 2 ¢ tadrini@téationas communication directand

served as Senatdark. S 3 A O K i8szaid i WasKirged .0



John Wahtel, Historical Architect, National Park Service

JohnWatchelg A f £ &SNS | & GKS LINPI@Séxinéla BANDKA
in Architecture from lowa State University and worked in the National Park Service
Heritage Documentation Programs prior to wag to Alaska in June 2016ohn

provides technical assistance in matters related to historic preservation to the
owners of historic buildings around Alaska and administers the Historic American
Buildings Survey program for the Alaska Region.

Anjuli Graathamz 5 ANBOG2NJ 2F (G KS ! tidtve]  Qa | Aad2l
Anjuli Granthamwill provide to the project hemedia andundraising expertisand

will assist with content developmentGranthamis aprofessionallytrained public

historian, an experienced useum curator, a published writer, a radio producer, a

former teacher and noprofit development professional. She is currently developing

a project that deploys arts and culture to counteract maritime workforce issues in
Kodiak and writea monthly column on fisheries history fBacific Fishing.

LaRee EgliLaRece&Constructions

LaReceEqgli is aesident ofNaknekand business ownesf LaRec&€onstructions, an
online digital production companyLaRece brings key connections to thejpob,
both in terms of technicagxperience and local participationLaRece will oversee
tech support and multimedia needs and administer the oral history/interview
component for both the nomination and the exhibits.

TimTroll, Executive DirectorBristol Bay Heritage Land Trust

Tim Troll isan attorney anchas published two books daristol Bay historySailing
forSalmont KS 9 N¥f & , SFNBR 27F / 2YYSNXIB34to CA &K
1951;and Our Story: Readings From Southwestedited with NPS Historiadohn

Branson

Shirley Zimin Cultural Advisor

[ 2y 3GAYS {2dziK bl 1yS] NBaARSY(d defok NI S@&
culturaladvisor. Shirley has extensive/ 2 6 f SR3IS 2dgenedldgysandNd@a A 2 y Q
history. Shirley supervisethe laundry at South Nakneland is an expert in the

OF YYSNEQa Y& (I SNKA KInDEM 2 dANBNBSKI %AYAY S &
winter watchman, and her husban@arvel, is the current superintendent.



Our Project Proposal

Canned!:The <NN> Cannery History Projett be workingin collaboration with

Trident Seafoodto preserve and share the narratives of the corporate owners, local
residents,fishermen,and most significantlythe cannery workersywhose activities

are reflected by and embedded in the industrial landscape contained within the
historic <NN> Cannery property at South Naknedi I YSSOAy3 6AlK
executives in Seattleon November 19 the Cannedteam proposed three
deliverables. Trident granted permissiondegin plannindgor each of the following

1) Listing the <NN> cannery complex in thational Register of Historic
Places

2) The publication of an illustrativieistory that incorporates photographs,
archival recordsgssaysnd firsthand accountsieant to inform and
engagea popularreadership.

3) The curation ofn exhibitionat the Alaska State Museum, tentatively
calledMug Up: a Celebration of Caeny Culture
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What Makes the <NN> Cannery Historically Significant?

One of the most important 20century industries on the West Coast was the canning

of Pacific salmon. In its heyday the industry caught and canned enough salmon to
feed four pounds of salmon a year to every man woman and child in America. Lined

up end to end, these one pound tinsuld have circled the globe. As anthropologist

Alan Boak & y20Sax a/FyySNASE GNIYaftTz2N¥SR i
AYRAZA GNR It NB @2t dziAz2y 2F (KS b2NIK®DE

G/ FYYSNASaEa UNIYAF2NNXYSR GKAaA
the Industrial Revolution of thé 2 NJi K ® ¢

Canneries weréand still arefultural hubs that reflecand, in part, spawned £ | a 1 I Qa
diverse population APA employed mostly immigrants from Europe to catch salmon
Skilled immigrants alsoulit both the canneries and théoats To process ta

salmon, canneries hired Asian crews that linked Alaska to the broader Pacific World.

ManyAlaska Natives who worked at the cannesmre descendants oKatmai Many
migrateddownriverto South Naknek after the Novarupta volcano destroyed their
Savonoski village in 19Hhd the Spanish Flu pandemic devastated inhabitants in
1919 APA's <NN> Cannery in South Naknéks®rically significant becaudbe
structures objectsand the industrial landscapecollectively tell the storyf these
varied, yetforgotten people

Rusted corrugated tin, discarded machines parts, broken boardwalks, and skeletal
remains of bunkhouses are the enduring reminders of the past that gives voice to
the canneryworkers people whotoday are practically invisible to the historical
record. Thesewerediverse peopldérom different places whéound dignitythrough

their laborious interactios and forged a deep connection to thsurrounding
environment Their work mattered.

Accordingto ¥ A NP Y YSy Gl £ KA a (iVeeMave gbscwdd@fdlaR 2 K
only slowly recovering [thiistorical frameworkthat laborX involves human beings

gAOK GKS @g2NIR a2 U(K2NRAAKf & TTherefare, G KS @
instead of controllingor conquering{ 2dzi K bl {yS1Qa yI {dzNJT €
workers were utterly immersed within it.
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https://vimeo.com/194408286




The <NN> Cannery’s Top Ten Most

Significant Structures
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Historical Significance
U The Fish buse served as the point of contact for tenders

and received the salmon (in its natural form), and

connectedworkers (slimers) to thevaterfront activities

and the Naknek River itself.

U The salmon (and roe) weprocessedy an ethnicallyiverse work force

al OKAy Sa &dzOK ararepiesedative bfinePAgian ivdtkieyperi@nce

U The Egg blise reflects the economic importance of the packed salmon roe, a relatively
recent addition to the canning process, and its connection to international madatss
the Pacific.

c:
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Architectural Significance
U The wall of windows on the northern elevation is atypical for a structure of this size, but it

NBEGSIta GKS yladz2NE 2F (GKS o0dzAft RAY3IQa Fdzy Ol A
allowed for largewindow groupings, setting it apart from the many other wooden
structures on site.
U With the intake portal on the north, conveyor belt delivery to the cannery on the east,
and the Egg house to the west, this structure served as a hub fonitied stagesof the
canning process.
U The brilliantly lit interior space is aided by the northern windows as well as alternating
fiberglass roof panels that provided a more diffuse form of light for the southern half of
the building.
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The Iron Chink

1909 Model
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2. The Cannery Complex

(Cannery, retorts, can shop, cooling
warehouse, and net loft)

Historical Significance

u

Each building within the cannery complex corsrégoriginalfunction and purpose and
reflects aspecificpart of the process as a whole.
Buildings date back to the corporate history that begins with Arctic Packing 1890 and APA

in 1895.
Work sites covey the presence and skillset of the historic workforce and interprets the use
of machines within the larger industrial process.
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